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On motion of Mr. W. G. Brooks, it was — 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society are due to the Rev. 
Dr. Blagden, and to his associates now retiring from the Stand- 
ing Committee, — Messrs. J. M. Robbins, Torrey, and Dexter, 
— for the valuable services they have rendered the Society the 
past year. 

Col. Aspinwall, chairman of a Committee of Publication, 
reported that a volume of Collections, from his own private 
papers, now in press, would probably be completed by the next 
meeting of the Society. 



MAY MEETING, 1871. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held this day, 
May 11th, at eleven o'clock, a.m. ; the President, the Hon. R. 
C. Winthbop, in the chair. 

The Recording Secretary read the record of the last meeting. 

The Librarian read his monthly list of donors to the Library. 

Mr. Edward Doubleday Harris was elected a Resident Mem- 
ber. 

The President read a letter from Mr. Charles Abert, of 
" Homewood, near Norbeck P. O.," Montgomery County, Md., 
in which the writer speaks of a bust of Franklin in his posses- 
sion, by Ceracchi, an Italian artist, who, while in this country, 
also made a bust of Washington. Mr. Abert expressed a will- 
ingness to part with this bust of Franklin, if a purchaser could 
be found. 

Mr. Adams spoke in praise of the busts of Ceracchi, remark- 
ing that he made one of Hamilton, and one of John Adams. 
He gave a brief sketch of the career of this artist, and con- 
cluded by saying that he returned to France, and there, becom- 
ing involved in politics, lost his life. 

A new volume of " Collections," being Volume IX. of the 
Fourth Series, and Part I. of the " Aspinwall Papers," was 
placed upon the table, and a vote of thanks ordered to the 
Committee of Publication. 

Mr. Edmund Quincy communicated to the Library as a gift 
from his sister, Miss Eliza Susan Quincy, with the permission 
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of tlie writer, Miss Jane Stuart Woolsey, of New York, a vol- 
ume entitled "Hospital Days," printed for private distribution; 
New York, 1870. The thanks of the Society were ordered 
for this gift. 

Mr. Quincy also presented a copy of a Past Sermon, by the 
Rev. Ebenezer Bradford, pastor of the First Church of Rowley, 
preached 19th February, 1795. 

He also exhibited a number of valuable early letters belong 
ing to some descendants of General Artemas Ward, from whom 
he thought he could obtain copies for publication, if it should 
be thought desirable. 

Mr. Whitmore presented a copy of a pamphlet by Cotton 
Mather, entitled " The Right "Way to Shake off a Viper," Lon- 
don, 1711. He said the Society was already in possession of 
a copy of a later date, published in Boston (in 1720), with a 
preface by Increase Mather, dated Sept. 1, 1720, in which he 
says, he " never saw the English edition until within these few 
days ; nor list I to enquire after the author." 

Mr. Whitmore also called attention to a picture of " Dock 
Square," which he had caused to be brought to the Rooms and 
now presented to the Cabinet of the Society. It was painted, 
he thought, between 1817 and 1819, and gave a very good 
representation of the old building, now taken down, which had 
the date " 1680" inscribed upon its wall. 

Mr. Waterston spoke of meeting in Stockton, California, a 
gentleman, Mr. Holden, at one time mayor of that city, who 
told him that he served his apprenticeship in that old building 
in Dock Square, and that a lithograph picture of it, which he 
possessed, he valued beyond all price. 

Reference being made to the absence abroad of the Corres- 
ponding Secretary, it was voted, that the Recording Secretary 
l»e requested to perform the duties of Corresponding Secretary 
during the absence of that officer. 

Mr. Paige presented, in the name of the Rev. Thomas J. 
Greenwood, some manuscripts of the Rev. Michael Wiggles- 
worth, pastor of the Church at Maiden, and read portions of 
them to the meeting. These comprise a poem, entitled " God's 
Controversy with New England," " A Letter to the Church of 
Christ at Maiden," and a brief paper, possibly some notes of 
sermons. The poem and letter are here given.* 

* See Bi-" Centennial Book of Maiden," Boston, 1850, pp. 149-152; "Memoir of 
Rev. Michael Wigglesworth, . . by John Ward Dean," second edition, 1871, p. 69. 
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GOD'S CONTROVERSY WITH NEW-ENGLAND. 
Written in the time of the great drought Anno 1662. 

BY A LOVER OF NEW ENGLAND'S PROSPERITY. 

Isaiah, 5. 4. — What could have been done more to my vineyard that I have not done in it ? 
wherefore when I looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wilde grapes ? 

THE AUTHORS REQUEST UNTO THE READER. 

Good christian Read r judge me not 

As too censorious, 
For pointing at those faults of thine 

Which are notorious. 
For if those faults be none of thine 

I do not thee accuse : 
But if they be, to hear thy faults 

Why shouldest thou refuse. 

I blame not thee to spare my self: 

But first at home begin, 
And judge my self, before that I 

Reproove anothers sin. 
Nor is it I that thee reproove 

Let God himself be heard 
Whose awfull providence's voice 

No man may disregard. 

Quod Deus omnipotens regali voce minatur, 
Quod tibi proclamant uno simul ore prophetse, 
Quodq' ego cum lachrymis testor de numinis ira, 
Tu leve conientu ne ducas, Lector Amice. 

NEW-ENGLAND PLANTED, PROSPERED, DECLINING, THREATNED, 
PUNISHED. 

Beyond the great Atlantick flood 

There is a region vast, 
A country where no English foot 

In former ages past : 
A waste and howling wilderness, 

Where none inhabited 
But hellish fiends, and brutish men 

That Devils worshiped. 

This region was in darkness plac't 

Far off from heavens light, 
Amidst the shaddows of grim death 

And of eternal night. 



84 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [May, 

For there the Sun of righteousness 

Had never made to shine 
The light of his sweet countenance, 

And grace which is divine : 

Until the time drew nigh wherein 

The glorious Lord of hostes 
Was pleasd to lead his armies forth 

Into those forrein coastes. 
At whose approach the darkness sad 

Soon vanished away, 
And all the shaddows of the night 

Were turnd to lightsome day. 

The dark and dismal western woods 

(The Devils den whilere) 
Beheld such glorious gospel-shine, 

As none beheld more cleare. 
Where sathan had his scepter sway'd 

For many generations, 
The King of Kings set up his throne 

To rule amongst the nations. 

The stubborn he in pieces brake, 

Like vessels made of clay : 
And those that sought his peoples hurt 

He turned to decay. 
Those curst Amalekites, that first 

Lift up their hand on high 
To fight against Gods Israel, 

Were ruin'd fearfully. 

Thy terrours on the Heathen folk, 

O Great Jehovah, fell : 
The fame of thy great acts, o Lord, 

Did all the nations quell. 
Some hid themselves for fear of thee 

In forrests wide & great : 
Some to thy people croutching came, 

For favour to entreat. 

Some were desirous to be taught 

The knowledge of thy wayes, 
And being taught, did soon accord 

Therein to spend their dayes. 
Thus were the fierce & barbarous 

Brought to civility, 
And those that liv'd like beasts (or worse) 

To live religiously. 
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happiest of dayes wherein 

The blind received sight, 
And those that had no eyes before 

"Were made to see the light ! 
The wilderness hereat rejoyc't, 

The woods for joy did sing, 
The vallys & the little hills 

Thy praises ecchoing. 

Here was the hiding place, which thou, 

Jehovah, didst provide 
For thy redeemed ones, and where 

Thou didst thy jewels hide 
In per'lous times, and saddest dayes 

Of sack-cloth and of blood, 
When th' overflowing scourge did pass 

Through Europe, like a flood. 

While almost all the world beside 

Lay weltring in their gore : 
We, only we, enjoyd such peace 

As none enjoyd before. 
No forrein foeman did us fray, 

Nor threat'ned us with warrs : 
We had no enemyes at home, 

Nor no domestick jarrs. 

The Lord had made (such was his grace) 

For us a Covenant 
Both with the men, and with the beasts, 

That in this desart haunt : 
So that through places wilde and waste 

A single man, disarm'd, 
Might journey many hundred miles, 

And not at all be harm'd. 

Amidst the solitary woods 

Poor travellers might sleep 
As free from danger as at home, 

Though no man watch did keep. 
Thus were we priviledg'd with peace, 

Beyond what others were. 
Truth, Mercy, Peace, with Righteousness, 

Took up their dwelling here. 

Our Governo* was of our selves, 

And all his Bretheren, 
For wisdom & true piety, 

Select, & chosen men. 
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Who, Ruling in y e fear of God, 

The righteous cause maintained, 
And all injurious violence, 

And wickedness, restrained. 

Our temp'rall blessings did abound : 

But spirituall good things 
Much more abounded, to the praise 

Of that great King of Kings. 
Gods throne was here set up ; here was 

His tabernacle pight : 
This was the place, and these the folk 

In whom he took delight. 

Our morning Starrs shone all day long : 

Their beams gave forth such light, 
As did the noon-day sun abash, 

And 's glory dazle quite. 
Our day continued many yeers, 

And had no night at all : 
Tea many thought the light would last, 

And be perpetuall. 

Such, o New-England, was thy first, 

Such was thy best estate : 
But, Loe ! a strange and suddain change 

My courage did amate. 
The brightest of our morning Starrs 

Did wholly disappeare : 
And those that tarried behind 

With sack-cloth covered were. 

Moreover, I beheld & saw 

Our welkin overkest, 
And dismal clouds for sun-shine late 

O'respread from east to west. 
The air became tempestuous ; 

The wilderness gan quake : 
And from above with awfull voice 

Th' Almighty thundring spake. 

Are these the men that erst at my command 

Forsook their ancient seats and native soile, 
To follow me into a desart land, 

Contemning all the travell and the toile, 
Whose love was such to purest ordinances 

As made them set at nought their fair inheritances ? 
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Are these the men that prized libertee 

To walk with God according to their light, 
To be as good as he would have them bee, 

To serve and worship him with all their might, 
Before the pleasures which a fruitfull field, 

And country flowing-full of all good things, could yield, 

Are these the folk whom from the brittish lies, 

Through the stern billows of the watry main, 
I safely led so many thousand miles, 

As if their journey had been through a plain ? 
Whom having from all enemies protected, 

And through so many deaths and dangers well directed, 

i 

I brought and planted on the western shore, 

Where nought but bruits and salvage wights did swarm 

(Untaught, untrain'd, untam'd by vertue's lore) 

That sought their blood, yet could not do them harm? 

My fury's flaile them thresht, my fatall broom 

Did sweep them hence, to make my people elbow-room. 

Are these the men whose gates with peace I crown'd, 

To whom for bulwarks I salvation gave, 
Whilst all things else with rattling tumults sound, 

And mortall frayes send thousands to the grave ? 
Whitest their own brethren bloody hands embrewed 

In brothers blood, and fields with carcases bestrewed ? 

Is this the people blest with bounteous store, 

By land and sea full richly clad and fed, 
Whom plenty's self stands waiting still before, 

And powreth out their cups well tempered ? 
For whose dear sake an howling wildernes 

I lately turned into a fruitfull paradeis ? 

Are these the people in whose hemisphere 

Such bright-beam'd, glist'ring, sun-like Starrs I placed, 

As by their influence did all things cheere. 
As by their light blind ignorance defaced, 

As errours into lurking holes did fray, 

As turn'd the late dark night into a lightsome day ? 

Are these the folk to whom I milked out 

And sweetnes stream'd from consolations brest; 

Whose soules I fed and strengthened throughout 
With finest spirituall food most finely drest ? 

On whom I rained living bread from Heaven, 

Withouten Errour's bane, or Superstition's leaven ? 
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With whom I made a Covenant of peace, 

And unto whom I did most firmly plight 
My faithfulness, If whilst I live I cease 

To be their Guide, their God, their full delight ; 
Since them with cords of love to me I drew, 

Enwrapping in my grace such as should them ensew. 

Are these the men, that now mine eyes behold, 
Concerning whom I thought, and whilome spake, 

First Heaven shall pass away together scrold, 
Ere they my lawes and righteous wayes forsake, 

Or that they slack to runn their heavenly race ? 

Are these the same ? or are some others come in place ? 

If these be they, how is it that I find 

In stead of holiness Carnality, 
In stead of heavenly frames an Earthly mind, 

For burning zeal luke-warm IndifFerency, 
For flaming love, key-cold Dead-heartedness, 

For temperance (in meat, and drinke, and cloaths) excess ? 

Whence cometh it, that Pride, and Luxurie 

Debate, Deceit, Contention, and Strife, 
False-dealing, Covetousness, Hypocrisie 

(With such like Crimes) amongst them are so rife, 
That one of them doth over-reach another ? 

And that an honest man can hardly trust his Brother ? 

How is it, that Security, and Sloth, 

Amongst the best are Common to be found ? 
That grosser sins, in stead of Graces growth, 

Amongst the many more and more abound ? 
I hate dissembling shews of Holiness. 

Or practise as you talk, or never more profess. 

Judge not, vain world, that all are hypocrites 

That do profess more holiness then thou : 
All foster not dissembling, guilefull sprites, 

Nor love their lusts, though very many do. 
Some sin through want of care and constant watch, 

Some with the sick converse, till they the sickness catch. 

Some, that maintain a reall root of grace, 

Are overgrown with many noysome weeds, 
Whose heart, that those no longer may take place, 

The benefit of due correction needs. 
And such as these however gone astray 

I shall by stripes reduce into a better way. 
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Moreover some there be that still retain 

Their ancient vigour and sincerity ; 
Whom both their own, and others sins, constrain 

To sigh, and mourn, and weep, and wail, & cry : 
And for their sakes I have forborn to powre 

My wrath upon Revolters to this present houre. 

To praying Saints I always have respect, 

And tender love, and pittifull regard : 
Nor will I now in any wise neglect 

Their love and faithfull service to reward ; 
Although I deal with others for their folly, 

And turn their mirth to tears that have been too jolly. 

For thinke not, O Backsliders, in your heart, 

That I shall still your evill manners beare : 
Your sinns me press as sheaves do load a cart, 

And therefore I will plague you for this geare 
Except you seriously, and soon, repent, 

He not delay your pain and heavy punishment. 

And who be those themselves that yonder shew? 

The seed of such as name my dreadfull Name ! 
On whom whilere compassions skirt I threw 

Whilest in their blood they were, to hide their shame ! 
Whom my preventing love did neer me take ! 

Whom for mine own I mark't, lest they should me forsake ! 

I look't that such as these to vertue's Lore 

(Though none but they) would have Enclin'd their ear : 

That they at least mine image should have bore, 
And sanctify'd my name with awfull fear. 

Let pagan's Bratts pursue their lusts, whose meed 
Is Death : For christians children are an holy seed. 

But hear O Heavens ! Let Earth amazed stand ; 

Ye Mountaines melt, and Hills come flowing down : 
Let horro' seize upon both Sea and Land ; 

Let Natures self be cast into a stown. 
I children nourisht, nurtur'd and upheld : 

But they against a tender father have rebell'd. 

What could have been by me performed more ? 

Or wherein fell I short of your desire ? 
Had you but askt, I would have op't my store, 

And given what lawfull wishes could require. 
For all this bounteous cost I lookt to see 

Heaven-reaching-hearts, & thoughts, Meekness, Humility. 

12 
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But lo, a sensuall Heart all void of grace, 

An Iron neck, a proud presumptuous Hand ; 
A self-conceited, stiff, stout, stubborn Race, 

That fears no threats, submitts to no command : 
Self-will'd, perverse, such as can beare no yoke ; 

A Generation even ripe for vengeance stroke. 

Such were that Carnall Brood of Israelites 

That Josua and the Elders did ensue, 
Who growing like the cursed Cananites 

Upon themselves my heavy judgements drew. 
Such also was that fleshly Generation, 

Whom I o'rewhelm'd by waters deadly inundation. 

They darker light, and lesser meanes misused ; 

They had not such Examples them to warn : 
You clearer Rules, and Precepts, have abused, 

And dreadfull monuments of others harm. 
My gospels glorious light you do not prize : 

My Gospels endless, boundless grace you clean despize. 

My painfull messengers you disrespect, 

Who toile and sweat and sweale themselves away, 

Yet nought at all with you can take effect, 
Who hurrie headlong to yo r own decay. 

In vain the Founder melts, and taketh pains : 

Bellows and Lead's consum'd, but still your dross remains. 

What should I do with such a stiff-neckt race? 

How shall I ease me of such Foes as they ? 
What shall befall despizers of my Grace ? 

I'le surely beare their candle-stick away, 
And Lamps put out. Their glorious noon-day light 

I'le quickly turn into a dark Egyptian night. 

Oft have I charg'd you by my ministers 

To gird your selves with sack cloth, and repent. 

Oft have I warnd you by my messengers ; 
That so you might my wrathfull ire prevent : 

But who among you hath this warning taken ? 

Who hath his crooked wayes, & wicked works forsaken ? 

Yea many grow to more and more excess ; 

More light and loose, more Carnall and prophane. 
The sins of Sodom, Pride, and Wantonness, 

Among the multitude spring up amain. 
Are these the fruits of Pious Education, 

To run with greater speed and Courage to Damnation ? 
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If here and there some two, or three, shall steere 

A wiser course, then their Companions do, 
You make a mock of such ; and scoff, and jeere 

Becaus they will not be so bad as you. 
Such is the Generation that succeeds 

The men, whose eyes have seen my great & awfull deeds. 

Now therefore hearken and encline yo* ear, 

In judgement I will henceforth with you plead ; 

And if by that you will not learn to fear, 
But still go on a sensuall life to lead : 

I'le strike at once an All-Consuming stroke ; 

Nor cries nor tears shall then my fierce intent revoke. 

Thus ceast his Dreadful-threatning voice 

The High & lofty-One. 
The Heavens stood still Appal'd thereat ; 

The Earth beneath did groane : 
Soon after I beheld and saw 

A mortall dart come flying : 
I lookt again, & quickly saw 

Some fainting, others dying. 

The Heavens more began to lowre, 

The welkin Blacker grew : 
And all things seemed to forebode 

Sad changes to ensew. 
•From that day forward hath the Lord 

Apparently contended 
With us in Anger, and in Wrath : 

But we have not amended. 

Our healthfull dayes are at an end, 

And sicknesses come on 
From yeer to yeer, becaus o r hearts 

Away from God are gone. 
New-England, where for many yeers 

You scarcely heard a cough, 
And where Physicians had no work, 

Now finds them work enough. 

Now colds and coughs, Rhewms, and sore-throats, 

Do more & more abound : 
Now Agues sore & Feavers strong 

In every place are found. 
How many nouses have we seen 

Last Autumn, and this spring, 
Wherein the healthful were too few 

To help the languishing. 
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One wave another followeth, 

And one disease begins 
Before another cease, becaus 

We turn not from our sins. 
We stopp our ear against reproof, 

And hearken not to God : 
God stops his ear against o r prayer, 

And takes not off his rod. 

Our fruitful seasons have been turnd 

Of late to barrenness, 
Sometimes through great & parching drought, 

Sometimes through rain's excess. 
Yea now the pastures & corn fields 

For want of rain do languish : 
The cattell mourn, & hearts of men 

Are fill'd with fear & anguish. 

The clouds are often gathered, 

As if we should have rain : 
But for o r great un worthiness 

Are scattered again. 
We pray & fast, & make fair shewesi 

As if we meant to turn : 
But whilst we turn not, God goes on 

Our field, & fruits to burn. 

And burnt are all things in such sort, 

That nothing now appears, 
But what may wound our hearts with grief, 

And draw foorth floods of teares. 
All things a famine do presage 

In that extremity, 
As if both men, and also beasts, 

Should soon be done to dy. 

This O New-England hast thou got 

By riot, & excess : 
This hast thou brought upon thy self 

By pride & wantonness. 
Thus must thy worldlyness be whipt. 

They, that too much do crave, 
Provoke the Lord to take away 

Such blessings as they have. 

We have been also threatened 

With worser things then these : 
And God can bring them on us still, 

To morrow if he please. 
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For if his mercy be abus'd, 

Which holpe us at our need 
And mov'd his heart to pitty us, 

We shall be plagu'd indeed. 

Beware, O sinful Land, beware ; 

And do not think it strange 
That sorer judgements are at hand, 

Unless thou quickly change. 
Or God, or thou, must quickly change ; 

Or else thou art undon : 
Wrath cannot cease, if sin remain, 

Where judgement is begun. 

Ah dear New England ! dearest land to me ; 

Which unto God hast hitherto been dear, 
And mayst be still more dear than formerlie, 

If to his voice thou wilt incline thine ear. 

Consider wel & wisely what the rod, 

Wherewith thou art from yeer to yeer chastized, 

Instructeth thee. Repent, & turn to God, 
Who wil not have his nurture be despized. 

Thou still hast in thee many praying saints, 
Of great account, and precious with the Lord, 

Who dayly powre out unto him their plaints, 
And strive to please him both in deed & word. 

Cheer on, sweet souls, my heart is with you all, 
And shall be with you, maugre Sathan's might : 

And whereso'ere this body be a Thrall, 
Still in New-England shall be my delight. 

Mr. Wigglesworth's Letter to the Church at Maiden. 

To the church of Christ at Maiden, The flock over w"* y° holy ghost hath 
made me (tho ; unworthy) an overseer ; Grace, mercy & peace be mul- 
tiplyd. 

Dearly beloved, 

My heart doth greatly long after you all in y" bowels of Christ 
Jesus, that I might yet again enjoy yo r fellowship, & stil be an helper 
unto yo r faith & love & holynes, if it be y e wil of God. 

During this lingring weaknes & long restraint, yo* want is my want, 
yo r affliction is my affliction, yo r grief my grief, yo r disappointmets & 
frustrations are additions & accumulations unto my pressures, besides 
what I bear in my oW body & psonal respects. But when I compare 
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former things w ,h y" p'sent dispesations of divine j>vide"ce, & consider 
how lon[g] y° hand of y" Almighty hath been stretched out in this 
very way of visitation agst this poor [c]hurch, frustrating yu r en- 
deavo's after one, crossing & disappointing yo r hopes in anoth r , & it 
may be in a third, keeping you with in a forlorn condition, & altogeth 
without a minister, or at an uncertain pass without an officer ; so y' it 
was long before you enjoyed Christ in all his [ordinjaces. Moreover 
after you had call'd M r Mathews to office, how short a time was it 
y* you enjoy'd all y" ordinaces in peace, & whilest you did enjoy them ! 
was not yo r wine mingled with water, y e [trut]h sophisticated, or at least 
weakened, by mens invention & consequtly yo r pfiting hind[ered] & did 
not yo r peace end in trouble & yo r sun in bitternes, so y' you were 
glad to be rid of him ? whom before you promised yo r selves such co- 
tentm' in. And since y e Lord inclined yo r he[ar]ts to invite me 
hither, it pleased him to hold me und' weaknes & you under suspece 
at uncertaintys half a yeer almost ere I durst advgture to come to 
you ; and after I did come, above a year & a half it was before I 
could see God clearing my way to accept of yo r call to office. All this 
while you were without y e seales of y e coven' &c. No sooner had y" 
Lord pswaded my heart in y" midst of manifold infirmitys to close 
w ,h y" call of God & his church ; no sooner had we begun to see y' 
glory of y e Lord filling his Temple ; no sooner had we begun to taste 
y e sweetnes of y e flesh & blood of Christ in those sealing ordinaces, 
but behold ! our beloved is withdrawn, he is gone, & we seek him in 
ordinary, in extraordinary meanes these many months, & yet we canot 
find him ; we call & cry to him but he giveth us no answer. If we 
think we feel any beginings of a reviving, it vanisheth so soon y* it is 
but a dream when a man awak e th ; methinks then he y* runs may 
r[[e]ad in these PvidSces y* god is angry with us ; & y* he call's us 
to mourning. Brethn & sisters, how yo r hearts are affected w th all 
this serio3 & continued cours of y" Rebuking frowns of an angry 
God I know not. But sure I am it maketh my heart to melt even as 
wax before y e fire to consid* of all these things ; and maketh me to 
cry out, How long Lord wilt thou be angry w th us ? "What ? for 
ever ! oh what will y u do with this poor sinful afflicted people ? what 
meaneth y" heat of this great indignation ? where is thy zeal & thy 
strength ; y" sounding of thy bowels (Lord !) are they restrained ? 
oh Return for thy servats sake, the people of thy holynes have pos- 
sessed these ordinaces, these priviledges but a little while. 

do take us away, we do fade as a leaf & there is none y* stirs up him- 
self to take hold of thee. 

Righteous Lord, thou art greater than man & giuest no account of 
any of thy matters, yet shew us (we beseech thee) shew us why thou 
contendest w th us. And now (Beloved) if y 8 Lord have so far heard 
y* sighs & groans of his poor prisoner as to giue him any intimation 
what may be y° causes why y e Lord contended with us ; it woud 
neither be love nor faithfulnes in me to conceal them. The Lord 
Jesus hath set me as yo r watchma, & giuS me a solemn charge to 
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watch for yo r souls. Be contented then to be Alarmed at y e approach 
of danger, tho, it may break yo* sleep. It is not greivous to me (tho : it 
be painful) to think of these things or to write them for yo r good. Let 
it not be grievous unto you to hear them. 

I beseech you first to consid' seriously & sadly of y" mafier & cir- 
cumstances of yo r calling M r Mathews unto office in this place, A 
man known & often prov'd to be of an unsound judgem', unsavory and 
unsafe in expression, stiff & unmoveable as a rock in what ever he 
asserted, who for these th\s had been excoinunicated at one place, dis- 
liked & discarded at anoth place, once (if not oftener) censured in y" 
court ; This man (such was then yo r p'cipitacy & wilfulnes) you would 
haue against y e counsel of magistrates, elders, & other godly neigh- 
bors although it were to y" grief of y e spirit of God in the hearts of 
his people, to y" endangerig and endamaging of yo r o^ soules, to y" 
justifying of his erro rs , at least in appearance (for yo r action hold forth 
no less then a justifying of him from erro r w'of he had been covicted) 
if not also to a real closing with them for a time ; finally, tho it were 
to y e hazzarding of yo r peace love & comunion with other churches. 
Brethn I fear this sin hath not yet been sufficiently seen, felt, bewailed, 
repeted off, confessed to God, & men upon occasion, that y" anger of 
God for it might be turn'd away. And I fear it y e rath. 1. Becaus I 
could never discern any signs of sorrow for it in any, except one or 
two. 2 ly Bee. o r punishmt seems to point at y e sin, being in y e same 
kind. The Lord open yo r eyes to see if this be not one cause & a 
leading cause of y" Lords contending with you to this day ; & I be- 
liev it wil be so until y e Lord make you feel it to be an evil & a bitter 
thing. 

2 ly , consid 1 whith there be no leaven of unsound doctrine, or unsafe & 
absurd notions yet retained in any of yo r hearts. (I charge it not, but 
desire y" in y" fear of God to search yo r hearts) As for instance, that 
The sacred scriptures are a fals foundation, that there is no good in y 9 
human nature of Christ, That David might bcly y e spt of God where he 
saith, Thy word in w ob y" hast caused me to trust ; notions y' sound 
little softer than blasphemys, yet sometimes cry'd up amongst you 
for divine light & heavely doctrine (those & many more) I wish they 
be now as much disliked & [witn]essed agst as evr they were de- 
fended, els when y e Lord cometh to inquire for sin he wil s[urljy visit 
for these things. 

3 ly , Consid' whither there haue been no undervaluing of such help 
as y 8 Lord hath lent you in this time of my long [restraint ; whith 
there have been no unthankfulnes to God, to any instrumt : whom The"! 
hath 

[sto]macks be in a time of 

famin, the Lord knoweth what they would grow to in a long contin- 
ued p[len]ty. If y" case be so it argueth surely y' some disease is 
growing upon you (if I have any skill to judge) & that such a people 
need emptying & purging physick. If a child say Fie have no bread 
becaus such a Broth cuts it, or He have no drink out of such a pot as 
I do not phancy ; Is not this pride & wantones ? wil not a wise fath 
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giue him a knock rath then a bit, a ro[d] rath then bread ? Truely so 
(Brethn) if yo r spirits be so waton (& y' at so unsutable a time w n 
bread groweth scarce) I doubt yo r faith wil make you fast until yo r 
stomacks come down, & you be thankful for a crust whoever cut it for 
you. 

4 ,)r consid r whith there be no havock made of Brotherly love 
amongst you. For Brethn to be like two flints that they can never 
meet but they must strike fire togeth, becaus neith part wil yield a 
little or condescend y' they might gain upon each oths infirmity by a 
spt of meeknes ! for Brethn to be so estranged y* they know not how 
to fast & pray togeth for comon mercys ; for Brethn to interpre[te] 
every word & action of one anoth to y e worst sence, to make moun- 
tains of mole hils & think evry smal greevace intollerable ! for 
Brethn to intrmeddle with strife y' belongs not to them, as if there 
were not jarrs enough already ! for Brethn to censure one another for 
their private comunications & actings w ch they y* censure canot be privy 
too, & out of a spirit of jelousy to conclude y' such was their car- 
riage in such a private or secret gceeding, becaus it use to be such 
at oth times ! for Brethn to giue one anoth y e ly & provoke one anoth 
in their speeches as becometh not me, much less christians ! for Brethn 
to be so incesed agst each oth that they canot Hue togeth in a Town ! 
For Brethn whilest y e Lord hath some und r y e rod and all [under] his 
frown ! to be quarrelling at such a time of Good what 

will thou do w' us ? Br[ethrn] y e fruits of yo r love, meek- 

nes, patience, long-suffering ! Is this all you haue lear[nd] by so many 
lessons of christian forbearnce out of Math. 5. & Coll. 3. surely you 
are but bad j>ficiets. Brethn you add affliction to y e afflicted by such 
things ; you need not ask the what keeps me weak so long. Yo r wat 
of Brothly love is more grief to me then all my affliction besid & 
not to me onely, but unto y e spt of God also, & unto y e heart of Christ 
Jesus who loved you & dyed for you. I have labour'd with some of 
you in private, & that not taking effect, behold I beseech & warn you 
togeth (not y' I accout all guilty, but) let every one take his portion. 
Gods childre had wont to be knoW by loving one anoth, & wil you be 
know" to be Gods childre by hating one anoth, by quarreling w th one 
anoth ! Are Christs Lambs become lyons, whereas formerly lyons use 
to become lambs in Christs holy moutains ! no marvail then if yo r 
prayers be not heard. When God delights to hear his peoples prayers, 
what shal be their frame of spts se Is. 65. 24. the wolf & y e lamb 
shall feed together, & then before they call I wil hear, & whilst they 
are yet speaking I wil answ r . But if y u forgive not one anoth fro 
y e heart, neith will yo* Heavely fath forgiue yo r trespasses. Math. 6, 15. 
Brethn see every one y 6 beam in his own eye know & mourn for yo r 
ow" corruptions, judge yo r selues, & then you will not be apt to judge one 
another & spy y e moats in anothers ey, be wel acquainted at home, 
you will find less lesure to trouble one another. 

5 ly Consider whether your first Love be not lost, whither your first 
assertions bee not decayed, whither the world hath not stolen away 
your appetite and sperituall sauor of sperituall thinges ? is the word 
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of God as sweete as euer though it search your wounds ? or the duties 
of prayer, priuate meditation, selfe examination, dayly renewing of 
repentance, christian conferance &c as nedefull and delitefull, as 
dewly and dayly practiced as euer ? Doe yee delite to sanctifie Gods 
sabbaths by restlese sekeing after inward communion with God in every 
ordinance, by forbaring loose and common discourse, not speakeing your 
owne words, not thinkeing your owne thoughts ? The lose of our 
first Loue (though a common euill) is euill enough to forfeit our can- 
dlesticks if not quicly repented of Reu. 2. 5. 

&? Consider whether there hath bene due preparation and reuerence 
in aproching to the Lords table, the little time you injoyed it, wee may 
suspect it the rather are soe soone depriued of our late libertie 
if this sin bee found amongst us, for this cause are many sicke ad 
weake and some are fallen aslepe [in] the holy gost. 

7 ly Consider whether 
with afflicted 

under bettered by The afflicting hand of God 
Soon yo 

may not be sayed of your Lord thou hath Smitten them but they haue 
not groaned. They haue made there faces harder than a rocke, They 
have Refused to returne, wherefore a lyon out of the forrest shall slay 
them. A woolfe of the euening shall spoyle them Jerema 5. 35. or 
the bellowes are burnt, the lead is consumed of the fire, the founder 
melteth in vaine for the wicked are not plucked away : Reprobate sil- 
uer shall men call them because the lord hath resorted them Jer. 
6. 29. or this iniquitie shall not bee purged from you till you die saith 
the Lord of hoasts. Esa : 22. v. 14: 

These things or whatsoever els hath been or is oflfensiue to y" eys 
of Gods glory, I do beseech, warn & charge y" in y e name of Christ to 
bewayle & repet in time, y* y° anger of y e Lord may be turned away 
fro you, & his hand not be stretched out stil. Who can tell but he may 
yet return & leav a blessing besid him? nay I dare gmis you in y e name 
of Christ y* if y" turn to him he wil return to you eith in y" restitu- 
tion of him whom now you pray for (w ch is easy with y" Lord if it be 
good for you) or in giving you a better. But if you stil walk contrary 
unto God shal be plagued seven.-." tinies inore. Let [us] Brethrn I 
beseech y° suffer y° word of exhortation "tho: it seem Sharp. Wounds 
y' have proud flesh need corroding powders before healing plaisters. 
If any of you wil take but half y e pains with me to shew me why y" 
Lord contend's with me, I hope I shall loye y* man better as long as I 
live. If I have done 

own soul y e blood be not required at my hands. Now look you to 
y e rest ; & y e Lord of Heave giue y° yo r strengt to make a right use 
of these things. But if you humble not yo'selves under y e mighty hand 
of Christ yo r iniquitys be not purged away, if yo r hearts mourn not for 
y e withdrawing of his visible presence ; if New England be not awak- 
ened at y e sad symptoms of y e Lords departure. Mine ey shall mourn 
in Secret ; until it pleas y e Lord to remove me to y e place where all 
Tears shall be wip't away fro y" eys of Gods saints (O sweet place !) 

13 
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which y" Lord graunt me may all come at last, if it be his will. 
Brethii pray for me that I may haue grace to glorify God which in 
doing or suffering, in stregth or weaknes, in life or death The grace 
of o r Lord Jesus be with you all. Amen. 

dd vnto me from M r Wigglsworth 
the 19 day of the 4">M 1658: 
Signifying his desire to haue it 
read tomorrow vnto the Church. 
[Address] 

.For Mb. Hills at his house. 

Mr. Adams presented some manuscripts which had heen 
among the papers of John Adams and John Quincy Adams, 
and were mainly duplicates of official documents addressed to 
them while in the service of the government abroad. He said, 
that only within a few years had it become customary for our 
foreign legations to keep archives, in which official papers were 
now preserved, but that formerly all such papers were consid- 
ered the property of the person to whom they were addressed. 
He regarded these papers as of comparatively little value, as 
all, or the most of them, had already been published. 

Mr. Deane read the following copy of a letter written by Sir 
John Stanhope, Postmaster-General of England, to Sir William 
Davison, dated 22 Aug., 1590, relating to William, afterward 
" Elder," Brewster's appointment as Postmaster of Scrooby. 

Dom'- ' / Sir John Stanhope to Sec. Davison. 

Eliz :' > 

Vol. 233.1 22 Aug. [1590.1 

No. 48. J 

Sir, how wyllyngly I would yelde to anye your request, and 
how redely do you the best servyce I coulde, I hope yf ever yow plese 
to imploye me, you shall not then nede to dowt ; and I protest I am 
hartlye sorrye that the partye yow wryte for hath wrounged both 
hymself and the respecte I would have had to hym for your sake, in 
estrangynge hymselfe from me and indyrectly sekynge eyther his con- 
tynuance or prefermente to the place. It is most true that when old 
Bruster dyed, a kynsman nere, cosyn german full to me, Samuell 
Bevercotes * by name, a lawer of Grays Inne, one I love and owe a 

* Mr. Edward D. Neill, in his interesting volume entitled " The English Coloniza- 
tion of America," London, 1871, on p. 95, is misled by the Calendar of State Papers, 
in saying that this Samuel Bevercotes himself was made postmaster of Scrooby at this 
time. He merely solicited the office for another. 

Mr. Neill also expresses the opinion, on p 96, that the "William Brewster, gen- 
tleman," who was one of the first colonists of Virginia, dying there Aug. 10, 1607 (not 
1608, as he has it), may have been a son of the subsequent Elder. As Elder Brewster 
himself at the time Newport's expedition sailed the year before, was only thirty-nine or 
forty years of age (see Geneal. Reg. xviii. 20, where it appears that Brewster testified in 
June, 1609, that he was then forty-two years old ), it seems intrinsically improbable, not to 
say impossible, in view of his early history, that he should have had a son at this time 
old enough to be styled " William Brewster, gentleman." For the same reason we do 
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better turne to, wrott ernestly unto me, prayinge me, for that he 
dwelt nere in those partes and that the ppst of Scroby was nuly deade, 
that I would gyve hym the credytt to recommende one to the place, 
fytt and suffycyent, of good behavor, and such a one as would gyve for 
yt as anye other shuld. Sir, I assure you I was gladd I had anye 
meanes to plesure hym, and presently retorned hym aunswer, that yf 
the place were voyde, I was wyllynge to accepte one from hym fytt for 
that servyce. Within a daye or two, Mf Mylls, whom I use styll as 
Mf Randall did in this OfFyce, cummynge to me, I tolde hym of olde 
Brusters death and of my graunt. He aunswered me he harde nothing 
thereof, and yett his sonne was then presently in towne and had ben 
with hym the daye before, butt said he would enquire; and, retornynge to 
me the next daye, said the younge man was gone downe, butt he re- 
membred Mf Randall had accepted of hym in his lyfe tyme to exercyse 
the place for default of his fathers weakenes. Presently I sent one to 
my cosyn Bevercotes to acquaynt hym herewith, who goyng into the 
countrye wrott unto me agayne, that most certanly I was abused in 
there parte, younge Bruster had never used yt in his fathers lyfe, nor 
had anye hope now to have yt, butt by M' Mylls his meanes. He wrott 
farther, that Mr Mylls had wrytten, as he was credybly advertysed, to 
the post of Doncaster and Tawxforde, to wynne them to saye that he 
bad admyttaunce and use of the place in his father's tyme, which they 
refused to doe, as a thynge untrue. Further, that he had latly gyven 
money to him for the place. All this whyle, nor to this owre, I never 
harde one wourde from younge Bruster, he neyther cam to me beynge 
in towne, nor sent to me beynge absent; butt, as thoughe I were to be 
overruled by others, maid his waye accordynge to his lykynge. When 
my cosyn, whom I trusted, did advertyse me of this maner of delynge, 

not regard with favor the statement that the "William Brewster," and the "Edward 
Brewster, son of William," whose names appear in the Virginia patent of 1609 are those 
of our future Elder and his son. Besides, the former had fled from England the year 
hefore, for an asylum, and was residing in Holland. No child by the name of Edward 
appears elsewhere among the Elder's children. Jonathan, regarded as the eldest, born 
in 1593,* Love, Wrestling, Patience, and Fear, the two last daughters, are names 
which have a strong Puritan flavor, while Edward has not. In Bradford's list of pas- 
sengers in the Mayflower, he gives the names of the Elder's children who came with 
their parents, and concludes: "The rest of his children were left behind, and came over 
afterwards." We never heard of an Edward Brewster who came over; and Mr. Neill 
thinks that Edward, of Virginia memory, who had returned home in 1619, became a 

Sablisher and bookseller in London, and is found there in 1637. This same William 
rewster, as we may suppose, and his son Edward, as "Captain Edward," appear in a 
list of "Adventurers" to Virginia in the Company's "Declaration" published in 
1620; the former for £20, and the latter for £'60. "Captain Edward Bruster" or 
"Brewister," an active, trusted man, was commander of Lord Delaware's company in 
Virginia, as early as 1610 (Purchas, IV. 1752, 1754; Historie of Travaile into Virginia, 
p. xxviii). The Brewsters were a numerous family in England. The inference which 
Mr. Neill draws from the passage in Secretary Naunton's letter which he quotes on 

£101, as having been written in August, 1619: "Brewster frightened back into the 
ow Countries, his son has conformed, and comes to church," may be a natural one; 
but we think some other explanation must be given than that this Edward Brewster 
was a son of the Elder. 



* Dr. Dexter had in his possession an affidavit from the Leyden Records, which states 
that Jonathan Brewster was " about 16 years old " 25 June (5 July) 1609 ; " which," he 
says, " would throw back his birth to 1583," — no, 1593. "This," he continues, "would 
make him 37 at landing," — no, 27. (Dexter's ed. of Mourt's Relation, p. 140.) 
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and instauntly requyred the admyttaunce of hym whom he nomynated, 
I grauuted therto, and have wrytten my letters accordyngly, which went 
awaye unto [him] thre dayes synce. Now Sir, in whom the faulte is, or 
how to redresse my error commytted herin, I praye you helpe me. Fyrst, 
I kno my interest such, as whether he had the place or no, I can dis- 
place hym, and thynke hym wourthely displaced for his contempt of me 
in not sekyng me at all. Butt yf yt be true, as I protest two or thre 
besydes my cosyn have advertysed me, that he never used the rome in 
his fathers lyfe, besydes, such gentlemen as went doune with my Lor 
of Wourceter into Scotlande tolde me the old man furnyshed them of 
horses * as they went, and in theyr retorne, fyndinge hym deade, the 
wydowe tolde them her Sonne was gone up to sue for the place, then 
have I done butt lyke a kynsman to plestire my cosyn with owt just 
offence to anye. Of Mf Randalls promise to you for your man I 
nothynge dowte because your selfe wrytes yt, butt that he was not 
placed presently uppon that promis, that semes by theyr reporte. Sir, 
in regarde of you, I wyll seke to be better satisfied in the matter, and 
yf I fynde cawse, and maye without dysgracynge my cosyn and touche 
to my self, I wyll revoke my graunte, yf you shall not rest satisfyed 
that he have anye other that shall faule voyde with the fyrst. And so 
Sir, sorrye I have trobled you with such circumstaunce, and with so yll 
a hande, beying in bedd for sloth, and yett wyllynge to dispatche your 
man, I praye yow beleve of me as I have wrytten, and you shall heare 
and se er longe whatt I wyll do to satisfye you ; and so humbly recom- 
mendynge you to thAllmightye I take my leve. This xxij* of August. 
Otlands. 

Yours most assured 

Jhost Stanhope. 

Sik, I wyll sende you the letters wer sent me by a man of myne. 
[Addressed,] — To his honorable frende Sft Secretary Daveson. 

* Mr. Sainsbury, who copied this letter for me, writes that the Earl of Worcester 
went to Scotland in June, 1590. The office of postmaster on the great roads, in those 
days, required him to keep relays of horses for forwarding the letters, and to find rest 
and refreshment for travellers, and perhaps aid in facilitating their journey. It was an 
office "requiring," says Mr. Hunter, " more attention and bringing with it higher respon- 
sibilities than the same office does at present. ... In those days there were no cross- 
posts, so that the few postmasters who were dotted about the country had to provide for 
distant deliveries, which must have been done by speedy dispatches, as well as to dis- 
charge the functions of inn-keeper for the travellers by post." (Founders of New 
Plymouth, 1854, pp. 68, 69. ) Private letters were not conveyed by the public Posts till 
some years afterward. In a volume published by the Surtees Society is a record of the 
expenses of Sir Timothy Hntton, on a journey to and from London, in 1605. He paid 
the Post at Scrooby, probably Brewster, for post-chaise and guide to Tuxford 10s., 
and for caudle, supper, and breakfast, 7s. 10a., so that he slept unc* er Brewster's roof. 
On his return he paid 8s. to the Post at Scrooby tor conveying hint to Doncaster, then 
reckoned 7 miles, and 2s. for burnt sack, bread, beer, and sugar to wine, and 3d. to the 
ostler. (Hutton Volume, p. 197-204, quoted by Mr. Hunter, pp. 70, 71.) 
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[Indorsement on the letter by Davison.] 

That Brewster ought not [to] be displaced more then the rest of the 
Postes. 

If he were possessed of the place by MT Randolphes guifte longe 
before his fathers deathe, and no good cause now to except against 
him, then ought he not more to be displaced then the rest of the 
Postes. 

But he was possessed \ record of his name in 



of the place by Mf Eandolphes 
guifte longe before his 
fathers death, as may appeare 
by the 

the testimonies of 



Neither is there any just cause 
now to excepte against him 
either in respect of his 



the rolle amongst the 

other postes ; 

by receipt of the fee the 

yeare and a halfe ; 

his Mr. that recom- 
mended him thereunto ; 

M5 Mills that was privie 

to the guifte, and did both 

register his name, and 

pay him the wages ; 
his exercise of the place now above 
a yere and a halfe, which may be 
testified by the Postes his next neighbours. 

honestie, 

sufficiency for the service, 
discharge therof hitherto, 
or other reasons whatsoever. 



Therfore he ought to be no more displaced then 

the rest of the postes. 
Other reasons — The charge he hath ben at for 
provision this hard yeer for the service ; 
the losse he shuld susteyne or rather utter undoing 
by being suddenly dispossessed. 
The harmes of thexample, &o. 

In order to a better understanding of the letter, and of the 
nature of the information it gave, Mr. Deane made the follow- 
ing explanation : — 

Sir John Stanhope was appointed Postmaster-General by letters- 
patent bearing date June 20, 1590, about two months before the date 
of the letter to Secretary Davison. His predecessor, Thomas Ran- 
dolph (spelled " Randall " in the letter), had died in May or early in 
June preceding, having held the office from 1566, if not from an earlier 
period. As neither the accounts of Randolph, nor those of Stanhope 
until the year 1594, give the names of the postmasters on the roads, 
Mr. Hunter, in his researches respecting Elder Brewster, was unable 
to give the date of his appointment to the post of Scrooby. " It is 
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much to be regretted," he says, " that the name of each Postmaster 
was not given for a few years earlier, as we should then have been 
, able to arrive at the precise period when Brewster received this ap- 
pointment, and this would have shown us how soon after the fall of 
Davison he was provided for by this government appointment. All 
we know on this head is, that he was in full possession on the 1st of 
April, 1594, and that he continued to hold the office till the 30th ot 
September, 1607, on which day he resigned it, and a successor was 
appointed." From this letter, and particularly the indorsement upon 
it, which the late Mr. Lemon believed to be in Secretary Davi- 
son's hand, we learn that Brewster's father,* whose name was also 
William Brewster, had been Postmaster at Scrooby before his son 
held that office, and that he died in the summer of 1590; that his 
son then claimed to have already held the office a year and a half; 
which takes us back to the beginning of 1589. Davison's disgrace 
was two years before that. Queen Mary's execution was on the 8th 
of February, 1586-7. Davison was committed to the Tower six 
days afterward. Bradford says that Brewster remained with Davison 
until "he was put from his place about the death of the Queen of 
Scotts, and some good time after, doing him many offices of service in 
the time of his troubles." It appears now that Brewster could not 
have remained with his friend Davison more than two years after the 
Secretary's disgrace ; and he may have retired to Scrooby even be- 
fore the time he was appointed to the " Post " there as successor 
of his father, which, according to Davison's memorandum, as we have 
already said, was about the beginning of 1589. Precisely how long 
Davison remained in the Tower is not known, probably two or three 
years. In a letter of his to Queen Elizabeth, dated 7th December, 
1590, he writes " from my poor desolate house in London." He sub- 
sequently retired to Stepney, where he died in December, 1608. His 
friend the Earl of Essex interceded for his restoration, and on the 
death of Walsingham, in April, 1590, he was earnest that the Queen 
should give the place held by that distinguished man to Davison. 
The application was unsuccessful. Motives of policy doubtless pre- 
vailed over a sense of justice. Sir John Stanhope, it will be seen, 
addresses his letter " To his honorable frend Mr. Secretary Daveson." 
We may suppose the title to have been then one of courtesy merely. 
Essex addressed him, a few months before, with the same title ; and 
perhaps even then it was hoped and believed that his retirement from 
office might prove to be merely temporary. The courteous tone of 
Stanhope's letter shows the estimation in which Davison was held by 
him at this time. If the statements in Davison's memorandum, 
which was probably the substance of his reply to the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral, were true, Stanhope must have been misinformed on many mat- 
ters concerning Brewster's connection with the Scrooby office at this 
time ; and the fact, that we find Brewster in full possession a few years 



* See further information respecting William Brewster, Sen., in a letter of the 
Rev. Dr. Dexter, in the "Proceedings" for July, 1871. 
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later, renders it probable that the Postmaster- General soon found that 
he had been led astray by false information, and that the intention 
he had formed, of giving the place to another, had been promptly 
revised by him. Stanhope, himself, was but new in the duties of his 
office. It is pleasant to see that Davison, while nobly suffering him- 
self " the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune," was true to the last 
to his old "servant," who had shared with him the lot of his better 
days. An interesting " Life of William Davison, Secretary of State 
and Privy Counsellor to Queen Elizabeth," was written " By Nicholas 
Harris Nicolas, Esq. of the Inner Temple, London, . . . 1823"; but 
the New England reader must not expect to find in it any mention of 
William Brewster. 

The President read an extract from a private letter to him- 
self, from our Corresponding Member, Dr. Joseph Jackson 
Howard, of Blackheath, Kent, England, in which he was re- 
quested to call attention to Mr. Howard's monthly series of 
" Miscellanea Genealogica," as he desires to increase its circu- 
lation in the United States. 



JUNE MEETING, 1871. 

A stated meeting of the Society was held this day, Thursday, 
June 15th, at 11 o'clock, a.m. ; the President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian read his usual list of donors. 

The Corresponding Secretary read letters of acceptance from 
Edward D. Harris, of Cambridge ; and Benjamin Scott, of 
Heath House, Weybridge, England. 

The President then said : — 

Recent tidings from Europe, by the Ocean Cable, inform us 
of the death of one of our foreign Honorary Members.* 

Count Ag6nor de Gasparin, a distinguished French writer 
and philanthropist, died in Switzerland, the country of his 
accomplished wife, on the 4th inst., being within a month of the 
completion of his sixty-first year. His name was added to our 
Honorary Roll in 1863, after the publication of his " United 
States in 1861," and his " Uprising of a Great People." These 
were among the earliest and most ardent expressions of sym- 
pathy for the Union cause which came to us from foreign lands. 

* The telegram of about the same date, announcing the death of Dr. J. 6. Kohl, 

most happily proved erroneous. 



